Suppl 8. Model Diagnostics and Decomposition of the Adjusted Treatment Effect
	Diagnostic
	Value
	Interpretation

	ANCOVA model diagnostics

	Shapiro–Wilk test of residual normality, P
	.14
	No evidence of non-normality

	Breusch–Pagan (Koenker) test of constant variance, P
	.015
	Unequal variance; HC3 CI reported

	Quadratic baseline term, P
	.065
	No clear non-linearity

	Allocation × baseline NIHSS interaction, P
	.58
	Parallel slopes

	Maximum Cook distance
	0.16
	No highly influential point

	Maximum leverage (hat value)
	0.10
	—

	Decomposition: adjusted difference = raw difference − slope × baseline imbalance

	Raw day-7 NIHSS difference (ELP − control)
	−0.92
	

	Baseline NIHSS imbalance (ELP − control)
	0.76
	

	Baseline-to-day-7 slope
	1.35
	

	Adjusted difference
	−1.95
	−0.92 − (1.35 × 0.76)

	Correlation, baseline and day-7 NIHSS
	0.88
	


The ELP group had a slightly higher mean baseline NIHSS score (11.16 vs 10.40), and day-7 scores rose more than one point per baseline point, so adjustment for baseline enlarges the difference between groups. Abbreviations: ANCOVA, analysis of covariance; ELP, elevated leg positioning; NIHSS, National Institutes of Health Stroke Scale.
